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S.B. 948 — An Act Addressing Education Funding and Racial Equity in Connecticut

Chairmen McCrory and Sanchez, Ranking Members Berthel and McCarty, and
distinguished members of the Education Committee:

My name is David Scata, Executive Director of ConnCASE, I am here today to ask you
to support S.B. 948, An Act Addressing Education Funding and Racial Equity in
Connecticut.

Though the General Assembly revised ECS funding that looked at student learning needs
and community wealth for distribution, the full implementation of the change is over a
ten-year period, adoption of SB 948 would greatly reduce that timeline.

The issue of equity in funding has been an issue that urban, priority, and rural districts
have been grappling with for years. The components addressed in this bill, by increasing
the present weights for both poverty and English Language Learners would provide
greater and more equitable funding across Connecticut districts.

I have seen firsthand this past year how districts have addressed the learning needs of
students. You can find one district provide in person learning four to five days per week,
while others and in some cases an adjacent town, only offer hybrid or remote learning
exclusively. The impact for students especially students with diverse learning needs has
been devastating in so many cases.

One can only assume, that funding plays apart in how districts are addressing reopening
of schools and in person learning.

I would hope that you will pass SB 948 and look at how the additional funding would be
addressed.

Thank you
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ConnCASE Executive Director



